
Message from the EHA President--5/22/20 

Hello hockey families: 

First and foremost I hope your family is safe and ready to enjoy the Memorial Day weekend. As 
many of you already know, your association elected a new Board Of Directors for the upcoming 
2020-2021 hockey season. I was given the privilege of being your new President, and wanted to 
take a moment to introduce myself and let you know what your new BOD is going to work on.  

My name is Paul Santanella. I have two skaters--Madilyn who is a Bantam and Nicholas who is 
a PeeWee. Both of them started in our LTS program and were obviously hooked from the jump. 
This involved me, as I am sure you can relate to, sitting in the rinks for what seemed like 
forever, so I started chatting, making friends and probably aggravating people. Then I figured if I 
was going to be spending so much of my time with hockey, I might as well get involved and give 
back. Initially it was to be closer to my kids, but as I got more involved, I realized that I liked 
interacting with you kids too and giving to this great sport. I love when kids yell across the ETR 
lobby "Hi Coach Paul”! My wife lovingly refers to me as a 43 year old 12 year old. Point being, I 
started doing this for my kids , but have continued for all of our kids.  

Regarding our upcoming season, we’ve been in contact with ETR and our neighboring hockey 
organizations, all having pledged to work together through these unprecedented times. 
Information and ideas will be shared in an effort to make things easier for all of our hockey 
families. As of this moment, we don't have much info regarding this upcoming season. There 
has been communication from USAHockey regarding best practices for rink openings, but not 
much else. The good news is that we have several months before our season starts and we will 
be sure to pass over any timely and relevant information as soon as we know. Information will 
be sent via email, as well as posted on our website and Facebook pages.  

Your new BOD will also be meeting soon to work on our own plans. We are going to do our very 
best to plan for a situation that probably can't be planned for. As an organization, we will most 
likely be dealing with situations regarding the environment on a reactive basis, but we want to 
try to stay ahead of whatever we can. You can rest assured that we will be doing our very best 
to limit problems and inconveniences. 

This coming season is our 50th, and while we don’t know what that will look like, your BOD is 
unified to make it as great as we can for our families. We will be reaching out for support, and 
are always going to want feedback and ideas. We are one hockey family and need to work 
together! 

Lastly, I want all of you to know that I am big on communication. I'm of the opinion that in 
today's day and age, we all sometimes confuse "communication" with "confrontation". If 
it’s important to you, I want to know about it. Please understand that I may not be able to satisfy 
your concerns right away or use everyone's suggestions, but I will always have the 
conversation, give them the respect they deserve, and bring them to the BOD to discuss.  

 

 



My email is psant5211@gmail.com. My phone number is on our website and is easily 
accessible. Thank you and GO EAGLES!! 

Yours in hockey, 

Paul Santanella 

EHA President 2020-2021 
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